
1 Return from Troy: The Story of Odysseus

Notes on illustration on facing page

Odysseus blinds Polyphemus

Based on an Attic black figure oinochoe (wine jug) attributed to the Theseus painter, c. 510 -

490 BC, Louvre, Paris

The bearded giant Polyphemus, sitting on the ground and leaning back, drunk, cradles his

club in his right arm and holds his knee with his left hand, while Odysseus and his men aim a

long sharpened stick at his forehead (with which to blind him).

Suggested activities

Have the children noticed that the eye is not in the centre as described in our story? This is

an opportunity to discuss the variation in tellings of a story and the different ways in which

artists interpret them.  This Cyclops has a very human form with huge strong muscles. 

Look at other illustrations of Polyphemus to compare.

See also notes for Episode 3.
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